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By late March,15 girls were 
dub members butas yet the 
club has no name and there are 
no elected officers. 

However, organiser and co- 
instigator of the fledgling club, 
18-years-old Vicky Bean; from 
Wellington‘s Island Bay said 
that right now they don’t want 
any bosses and they'll geta name 
“When the club really does get 
going”. 

Vicky said that she had become 
interested in forming a motor 
cycle club for girls after she had 
been quietly dissuaded from 
Joining/a local club by men who 
Kept saying how ‘tough’motor 
Cycling isand how competition 
was unlikely to suit girls. 
because they are not experienced 
enough. 

“Men kept telling me how 
tough itis™ said Vicky. “It may. 

be bur, With Women's lib girls: 
Want to be\more independent. 
Mind you that wasn‘t the reason 
that | wanted to form a club”, 

Most of the girls have little 
motor cycling experience and 
they have difficulty getting it- 
not that the established clubs 
Won't let them in; in fact the 
Wellington Trail Riders Club 
have invited the girls along for 
a@ ride - but that the girls do not 
Want to feel that they may be 
holding the men up in what, 
after all, by sheer weight of 
numbers if nothing else, isa 
Male preserve, 

Determined to break down 
this bastion of male supremacy 
the girl's club stuck in Vicky's 
mind until one day she saw an 
advertisement in the paper 

asking for girls interested in 
forming a separate club to 
contact Vicky White. 

Vicky Bean contacted Vicky 
White; their ideas gelled, and 
the club Was under way. 

Already they have held one 


A motor cycle club exclusively for girls is being formed in 
Wellington. It will be run along the same 
cycle clubs and it is hoped that competitive events as well as 
nder training and maintenance classes will be organised. 






es as other motor 





meeting, and had an attendance 
of fifteen girls: they are posting 
advertisements for the club in 
Wellington Motor Cycle shops 
and Vicky is hard at work, 
contacting local farmers witha 
request for land on which to 
trail ride. 

Vicky wants to organise 
trail rides for the girls in the club 
and perhaps have someone-a 
man even -along to give thema 
few tips. She isalso organising 
motor cycle maintenance and 
rider training classes, 

“Most of the girls who have 
come and joined the club are 
interested in motor cycling. 
They also want to have some 
fun from their bikes and they 
want to learn more about the 
machines that they ride. And 
most of the bikes they ride are 
trail|bikes. That's why we are 
primarily interested in trail 
riding” said Vicky a three= 
years veteran of trail bikes and 
now the owner of a Honda 250 
trail machine. 

“We want somewhere we 
an go and practise. And | hope 
we won’t laugh at each other 
@s much as men laugh at us", 

Eventually we'dilike to 
challenge another club to a 
competitive trail ride. As for 
myself, I'd like todo some 
moto cross racing. I'd love to 
do it - but that may bea bit 
too tough”. 

No matter what happens: 
from now on.and no matter how 
much men motor cycle riders 
may snigger at girl motor cycle 
Tiders you can bet there will be 
plenty of male helpers around 
if ever the girls do admit to: 





Mark Gedye,open-class winner of the all-bike drag meeting held at Meremere prepares to fi 
21 down the strip. 














needing a push start. 

Girls who are interested in 
joining the club can contact 
Vicky Bean at Wellington 836149, 
or Vicky White at Wellington 
861690, 








3 Boote at Pukekohe 
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A meeting was held recently between representatives of the Marlboro Series’ participant 
clubs and Philip Morris (NZ) Limited, the cigarette manufacturers who sponsor the series. 
According to Mike Buchanan, Marlboro’s promotions manager, ““The clubs are interested in 
adopting a more professional attitude” to the series and he is confident of seeing a “bigger 
and better series in 1975/76; and better organisation”. 






























ingja round at the Pukekohe circuit, 
but at the time of writing the organ- 
ising committee had|not received a 
feply from the club. 
There is also some doubt as to 
whether or nota round will be 
Staged at Timaru and we believe 
the organisers may Well cast their 
eyes towards the Teretonga circuit 
in Southland. Bay Park will again 
host a round but it is expected that 
this year the round will be held on 
the week-end before Christmas. 
Tentative dates’ for the 1975/76 
Marlboro series have already been 
setbutdueto the Uncertainty sur- 
founding venues, there may be 
changes. Suggested dates. are - 
Auckland, December 14 or 15; 
‘Tauranga, December 20 or 21; 
Wanganui, December 26; Wellington, 
Decamber 28; Timaru, January 3 or 
4; Christchurch, January 10 or 11, 
Two points which were the 
Cause of much consternation during 
the last series have now been settled, 
Riders will not be required to Wear 
Marlboro tee-shirts or tank tops 
over their leathers, And it has been 
decided the European Points system 
will be employed Whereby the win 
ner of a race receives 20 points, the 
second place-getter receives 19 points, 
etc, down to 20th place, - 
Efforts are still being made to 
find sponsor for the sidecar 
series to be run in Conjunction 
with the Marlboro Meetings. 
Sponsors for other classes are 
eesPelpa sought, 
thas been suggested th 
national A-Grade chemionshin 
series: could be Operated, with 
oes Ccers taking part but 
4 POINtS bein, 
locals only, puerued Xa 








Pat Hennen, winner of the 1974/75 Marlboro series. 
Many loose ends which remained at the conclusion of the last 
series have now been tied up. One of the main points to emerge 
from the meeting was the decision to form a three-man central 
committee to handle the on-the-spot organisational problems which 
may arise ateach individual meeting. The committee‘s decisions 
willbe binding on the day and it is expected that many of the 
smaller hassles will be dealt with in this way. Members of the 
committee have yet to be elected . i 
The question of overseas riders He added that more overseas riders 
competing in events other than the of high calibre could be attracted to 
Marlboro series legs was also: the series if they Were given the 
considered. In the last series there opportunity to earn more prize 
Was some confusion surrounding money, 
the eligibilty of the American Guarantee money for overseas 
riders for racing inewentswhich —_ riders is another point being con- 
carried NZACU\championship —_| sidered, 
points, All parties are hopeful that the 
Buchanan told NZMCN that _ next Marlboro series will be con- 
“Philip Morris had been accused ducted over six roUnds - which will 
of interfering too much in the mean an increase in prize. money 
sport, but We have a substantial _— available - although this is not def- 
investment in the series and we inite as yet. The Auckland club has 
have to protect that investment. been/Invited to participate by stag- 
































































eoicorial. 

Girls play soccer: playboy playmates play Rugby girls climb moun- 
tains, scuba dive, fly, race motor cars: they play tennis, cricket, hock- 
ey, darts, pool; they compete at Judo and nowadays they even wrestle 
for money. 

Long gone are the days when the only game a girl played was 
chasing men. What they don’t seem to do, in any numbers at 
least, is compete in motor cycle events. Certainly there has been 
a woman who raced bikes at the speedway. And girls who ride 
Passenger in racing sidecar outfits, and who compete regularly at 
trials and enduro events. Somewhere there is bound to be a girl who 
risks her neck riding a full blown racing bike and there may even be 
a girl who rides moto cross. 

These girls are the exception rather than the rule. For whether 
women like it, or not, motor cycle competition riding has remained 
a mans sport 

The reason may simply be that in the past competition bikes 
were mainly four stroke, heavy, and had a definite dirty, oily aura - 
not the sort of connotation likely to attract the fairer sex. To 
many people motor cycling itself was besotted with a dirty, oily image, 
black leather jackets, hefty boots, and horrific wet weather protect- 
ion, 

Motor cycle competition also lacked the playboy image of motor 
car racing. e 

It all added up to a sport, or a pastime, that could not honestly 
daim to be of inescapable magnestism to a girl. 

Perhaps the times are a-changing. There is now a club being started 
in Wellington, purely for girls, and one of its main aims is to introduce 
girls to motor cycle sport. To compete in enduro events and even 
moto crosses. 

What has brought this change about is not necessarily womens 
liberation, nor is it a reaction to International Womens Year. We 
would like to think that it’s more a result of the changing face of 
motor cycling as a whole. 

It started with motor scooters. Vespas, and Lambrettas which 
were clean, gave at least some weather protection, and were reason- 
ably priced, introduced many girls to two-wheeled transport. Then 
the Japanese : stepped in and started to make motor cycles that 
looked clean, and, once again were reasonably priced. More girls 
started to use motor cycles to get to and from work, mostly on small 
capacity often step-through machines. It was not until the trail bike 
caught on, though, that a bike, lightweight, clean, and nearly always 
eye catching, became available for both men and women to ride, on- 
road, off-road and even, to some extent, in competition that girls 
galore were seen, and were proud to be seen, on a motor cycle. 

Trail bikes gave girls a freedom they had never been able to get 
with the bigger, heavier, oilier, earlier four strokes. They found, 
that instead of buying a car, a bike fitted the bill just as well if not 
better. The gear they wear was brighter many coloured, and fashion- 
able. Suddenly it was something to be seen riding a motor bike, 
especially a trail bike. 

The next step would logically seem to be girls competing more 
in motor cycle sport. There is no reason why they cannot be com- 
petitive with men. And there’s no use qualifying their competitive- 
ness because, for all we know, a girl may yet be able to foot it with 
men on a TZ700 Yamaha or an RN 400 Suzuki. 

If thay do it may give some men a shock, and of course it;could 
severely dent the machismo, attendent on motor cycle racers, but you 
better look ahead boys because the next rider. who overtakes you 
may not only have longer hair than your buddy but two number 
plates out front as well. 








calenoar 


April 

6 Auckland Club‘s Maramarua Forest enduro: Hamilton Club‘s 
national road races: Wairarapa Club‘s road hill climb. 
Papakura Club’s beach meeting (Including NZ 500cc champs) 
at Kariotahi. 

Te Aroha Club’s open trial: Wairarapa Club’s Howell 
Memorial scramble: Napier Club’s miniature TT, at Ohiti. 


12 


13 


25 Hamilton Club’s 200 mile’ road trial 
26 ‘First leg NZ Champ Trials Series, Thames Valley Club. 
27 ~~ Second day of first leg of NZ Champ Trials Series. North 


versus South moto cross, at Christchurch. 
May 


11“ Papakura and North Shore Club‘s first round Cottingham Cup 
Trial series. 
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ROAD TESTS 


Dear Sir, 

| like your magazine very 
much and | am particularly 
interested in the road tests, 
Mainly, the bikes that interest 
me most are big road bikes, 

Your tests of the Moto 
Guzzi and the 650 Yamaha 
were great. What machines 
they must be. 

Could you tell me if you 
have a test scheduled on one 
of the big Harley Davidson 
road bikes which | believe are 
now available in this country. 
Also, | have not seen a Ducati 
test in the magazine. 

G, Todd 
Wellington. 

A test on the big Harley 
Davidson road bikes is 
certainly on the cards and we 
have been trying to get hold of 
a Ducati for months. Keep 
buying the magazine . Ed. 


TRAIL RIDES 


Dear Sir, 

| live in Wellington and own 
a Yamaha 250 trail bike, It's 
a really great bike but | don’t 
know where to ride it. I've had 
very little off-road experience 
and am dying to get out in the 
rough but where can | go. 

I've read in your magazine 
that there are trail riding clubs 
in this country and that there 
is a good, well organised one 
in Wellington. But | am a little 
apprehensive of approaching 

sanyone in these clubs as | do 
not think | ama particularly 
good trail rider, Not yet at 
least. | certainly don’t want to 
arrange to go ona trail ride with 
a club that hasa lot of good 
riders in and find that | am 
holding them back all the time. 
That wouldn’t be much fun 

for anybody. 

So, do you know of 
anywhere | can go by myself 
and practise trail riding until 
| think | am good enough to 
join an organised trail ride, 
There must be somewhere. 
TM. Farley 
Island Bay 

You are not alone with 
your problem Mr. Farley. 
There are many trail bike 
owners who do not have 
anywhere to go, or at least 
do not know of anywhere. 
to go around the Wellington 
area. This is also true of 
many of the major towns 
around the country. 

Joining a club is the best 

idea because you can then 

go on trail rides in any 

part of the country and with 

a bunch of people who can 
teach you the finer aspects 

of the game. Also organised 
trail rides gain much more 
public acceptance than do 
private rides, particularly 

if you ever decide to take 

off over a farm, or along 

what looks to be a public 
track. Farmers and the 

general public tend to get 

tired of trail riders charging 

all around the place 
particularly if the riding is 
done without regard to other 
people. 

In Wellington, there is an 

area set aside for trail riding 

in the Akatarawas. You have to 
obtain a permit from the 
Water Board offices in Wellington, 
or from the Forestry Department 
headquarters in Upper Hutt. 
The permits are free. Ed. 


RULE OF THE ROAD 
Dear Sir, 
One in particular stands 


out, when my girlfriend 
and | toured the South 





PARAMOANA 


STREET 





GROUND RULES ~ 

Opinions expressed in the corres- 
pondence column are not necessarily 
those of the Editor, who reserves 


the right to shorten 
correct grammar. Letters of 200 
words or less will stand a greater 
chance of publication than those of 
greater wordage. 





Island on our Suzuki GT 
185s, In January. 

While travelling down 
the West Coast through to 
Greymouth, | took a corner 
too wide (again!) and 
ended up on the other side 
of the road on a blind 
corner, praying like hell 
that nothing was coming 
in the other direction. 

Well, the next instant a 
“fellow bikie’ appeared 
around the bend, and on 
seeing me he grinned, 
gave me the “thumbs up", 
and moved to the other 
side of the road In order to 
avold me. 

| then 


proceeded to 


move back to my side of 
the road and attempted to 
keep:to that side. 
Ann Ellison 
Wellington 
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HONDA. 
| ABETTER DEAL 

! FROM A 
|_BETTER DEALER 


letters and. 


* REST INSURANCE We challenge 
you to better our rates. 


BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, we 
know the best. 


BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written 
warranty 


BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
mechanics at your service 
lowest charge out rate in 
Auckland 


BEST TRADE-INS Come and 
haggle @ price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining. 


EASTERN HONDA CENTRE 
20 Jellicoe Rd Panmure 
Ph 574-723 576-721 


GIRLS AND BIKES 


Dear Sir, 

| was passing through 
Wellington recently and saw; 
the window of one of the 
motor cycle shops 4 notice f 
agirls-only motor cycle club). 
| still can’t quite believe jt, 
if it was true and on the leye| 
would you know how | cau 
get hold of the people who a 
running it. | think I'd like ta) 


join. 
Wendy Potts 
Paraparaumu. 

How about that. We are 
up to date on this one. We alsa 
saw the notice and rang one of 
the numbers mentioned. The 
is certainly on the level. If you” 
want to contact the people 
involved phone Vicky Bean at 
Wellington 836149, or Vicky 
White at Wellington 861690, 
Also see our story on the club 
in this issue. Ed. 


PALL MALL FINALS 
Dear Sir, 

| was in Christchurch for the 
final of the Pall Mall Moto cross 
series and watched Peter Ploen: 
win the national title once again. 

He’s a great rider, there's no 
mistake about that, but | don’t 
think he’s quite as good as Ivan 
Miller.and his (Ploen’s) 
comments in your last issue 
would back this, 

It surely is a crazy way of 
running a national title series 
that the best rider in the 
country gets pipped to the 
post two years running. © 

A better method must be 
found to determine our 
national champion. 

It must embarrass guys 
like Peter Ploen-and frustrate 
guys like Ivan Miller. 

S.T. Jones 
Nelson. 
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BOOTE BAGS © 


TWO AT 


PUKEKOHE 


Christchurch road racer Gary Boote travelled to Auckland’s 


Pukekohe circuit for the Auckland: club‘s Dunlop-sponsored 


meeting on March 15 and bagged the two feature events with his 
brace of Yamahas. His four-cylinder water-cooled TZ700 carried 
him to victory in the main race of the day - the 12 - lap Dunlop 


Trophy for A-graders- and his twin cylinder air-cooled twin 


earned for him the Landrebe Cup in the national points- carry- 


ing 250cc event. 


But the day did not belong 
completely to Boote. Auckland's 
Ken Fletcher (Yamaha Tz 700) 
led from start to finish in the 
first race of the day, an open 
A-grade event. Hamilton‘s Trevor 
Discombe on another of the big 
Yamahas had motor trouble and 


retired on the third lap, while Boote 


had his clutch expire as he was 
moving up on Fletcher. Huntley's 


Ginger Molloy did not front on 
his Kawasaki 750 but claimed a 


distant second place on his Harley 
Davidson 350cc twin. Bob Haldane, 


Auckland, brought his Yamaha 
TZ350 in for third place, 

Light rain fell just before the 
start Of the Dunlop Trophy 
race, Fletcher again moved to 
the front and Boote, running 
slick tyres, sat behind for three 





Strong N.I. MX 


Team Selected 


Des Irving, the North Island Moto cross team selector has 
announced the.team to represent the north in the annual 
north versus south meeting. The meeting will take place in 
Christchurch on Sunday April 27, Anzac Weekend 


There are seven riders in 
each of three categories: 500 
250 and 125cc. 

Riders selected are: 500cc, 

Peter Ploen (Suzuki RN400, 
Tauranga), Warren Lambess 
(Yamaha 400 cantilever, Mast- 
erton) Ashley’ Major ( Yamaha 
360 YZ Tirau), Lou Peeti 
(Husqvarna 400, Dannevicke), 





> a 





John Burling (Yamaha 400 cant, 
Hawera), Wayne Addy ( Yamaha 
400 cant, Te Kuiti), Reg Dixon 

( BSA 500, Egmont), 250cc: 

Laurie Love( Suzuki RH, Hamilton), 
Morley Shirriffs ( Honda CR, 
Palmerston North), Peter Boyle 
(Suzuki RH, Lower Hutt), Gary 
Whitaker ( Yamaha Yz, Lower 
Hutt), Phil Turnbull ( Suzuki» 








laps, Then, the young Christ- 
church rider took a secure lead 
and the main interest centred on 
a three-way battle for third place 


North (Yamaha TZ350). As they 
started the last lap North passed 
Molloy but he was retaken, 
down the back straight and Mollo‘ 
held on to take third, 

Murray de Lacy, the 1974/ 


the early stages of the Landrebe 
Cup event but Boote again hung 


back for three laps before passing 


and pulling away from the Hamilton Collison third, all riding Kawasaki 


rider, 
Discombe borrowed the 
Yamaha TZ350 of Bill Holmes to 


between Molloy, Haldane and Rod ~jap Crosby took Freeth on the 


75 250cc champion, led Boote in 


=e 
verre ee — 
win the 350cc race after passing 
Molloy’s HD on the third lap. 
Haldane held third place for a 
while but handed it to Mike 
Vinsen (Yamaha 350) when he 
was forced to retire with a broken 
spring on his expansion chamber. 

The two Corbans Classic races 
provided some nostalgia with Bill 
Holmes taking the first on his 
Manx Norton 500 and former 
world champion, Hugh Anderson, 
taking the other on his Manx 
Norton 350, 

The big capacity production 
bikes turned on some extremely 
close racing with Rodger Freeth 
Graeme Crosby and Allan 
Collison fighting out the lead 
in the first race, On the last 


outside of Champion Curve, 

going through the esses, Then 

John Crowley, from Taumarunui 
Y clipped a curb and fell. The race 
was stopped and Crowley was 
taken to hospital for obser- 
vation. Results were taken from 
the positions as they crossed the 
line on the last lap, which put 
Freeth first, Crosby second and 


H2s, 
These riders met again in the 
final race of the day for the Brakes 





BH, Palmerston North), Vic 
Rietr (Yamaha YZ, Napier), 
Chris Browne (Yamaha YZ, 
Waimiha), 125cc: John 
Fitzgerald (Honda, Lower Hutt), 
Chris Mairidonald ( Honda, 
Hastings), Peter Lockwood 
(Honda, Taupo), Neil Pascoe 
(Yamaha, Te Kuiti), Craig 
Siddall (Honda, New Plymouth), 
Grant McRae ( Suzuki, Hawera), 
Brian Martin (Suzuki, Lower Hutt). 
As can be seen the team isa 
most formidable one and is a firm 
favourite to retain the cup - on 
paper at least, Last year the 
meeting was held at Carterton 
and the north won with 326 pts 
against the south’s 213 pts, But 
the south was determined to take 
home the trophy by fair means or 
foul and they whisked it away 





Per 


while the north were celebrating 
their victory, The trophy has 
stayed in the, south: ever since but 
Des says this time the north will 
make sure they get it: ‘We've got 
Lou Peeti in the team specifically 
for this purpose"’ he joked. 

The team differs considerably 
from that fielded last year. In the 
500cc class 12th-year veteran Peeti 
and national champion Peter P.loen 
are the sole survivors of last year's 
team. Dixon has cropped up in past 
teams but he did not race at 
Carterton, Lambess and Major 
competed in the 250cc class last 
year while Burling and Addy are 
new additions to the team. 

Whitaker and Rietr will make 
their debut in the 250cc class 
which sees the return of Love, 
Shirriffsand Browne, Boyle and 
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and Norton. The above kit includes 
and front guard, bar-end mirror and 
the photo also depicts an expansion 
the bike is still street legal. Further 
be obtained from Dick’s Cycle West, 
Gabriel, California 91776, USA. 


New Zealand 500cc miniature TT 
at Wanganui on March 22. Love 
rode his Suzuki RN400 for the 
event, which was held over 15 
laps of a fast and dusty one- 
mile circuit. 

The event was part of a 
two-day moto cross meeting 
staged by the Wanganui club, 
On the Sunday Palmerston 
North's Morley Shirriffs 








Cafe Racer RD350 


dicing for ten tap: n 
Crosby dead-heated for first. 


results 


Dunlop Trophy A-Grado 
Open; G, Boote, Yamaha TZ 700,1; 
K, Fletcher, Yamaha 7Z700,2; G. 
Molloy, Harley Davidson 350, 
Landrebe Cup: 250cc class; G. Boote, 
Yomaha 250,1; M. de Lacy, Yomaha 
250,2; G, Avenell, Yamaha 260,35, 
Face One A-Grade Open: K, Fletcher, 
4; G, Molloy,2; R. Haldane, Yamaha 
TZ 350,3. Race Two: 400cc prod; 

M. Hill, 1; P. Nichols, 2; G, Crosby, 

3, Race Three, 350 racins T. 
Discombe, Yamaha T2Z3! G. 

2: M. Vinsen, Yamaha 3&0, 
3; Race Four, Corbans Classic Machines} 
Handicap; W. Holmes, Norton Manx 
. Schimanski, Norton Manx 
350,2; H. Anderson, Norton Manx 
350,3 Race Five B=Grado M. 

Vinsen ,1;W.North, Yamaha 350, 

2; J, Lawry, Suzuki 500,3; Race 

Six, 401cc - Open Prod; R. Freeth, 
Kawasaki 750,1; G. Crosby, Kawasaki 
750,2; A. Collison, Kawasaki 750,3; 
Race Nine, Corbans Classic Machines 
Handicap; H. Anderson,1;W. Holmes, 
2; M. McCahon, Triumph 650, 3; 

Race Ten, 125ce racing class; D. 
‘Holmes, Yamaha,1; P..Ellis, Yamaho, 
2; J, Grogan,.Yamaha,3; Race Eleven 
B-Grade; W, North,1; M. Vinsen,2; 
M. Aitken, Yamaha 350,3, Race 
Twelve, Production- 400cc; S. 
Laurent ,1; M, Hill,2; P. Nichols,3. 
Open; R. Freeth/G, Crosby,1; 
Number 159 (unknown),3. 

















Turnbull are former 125cce 

campaigners for the north. 
MacRat is the only veteran of 

Carterton to be chosen in the 


. 125cc class although the selection 


of Brian Martin may come as a 
suprise to many. Martin rep- 
resented the north in the 250cc 
class two years ago but this 
summer he has been riding a 
Yamaha YZ 250. He isnow 
believed to have sold this however, 
and now rides a Suzuki TM 125. 
Selection of team members Is 
not done automatically 
according to a riders performances 
during the year. In order to 
minimise organisational problems 
the teams are selected only from 
riders who have indicated that they 
will be available to ride and have 
filled in a nomination form. 





Dick's Cycle West, of California, are responsible for the customising 
equipment shown on the handsome Yamaha RD 350 pictured above. 
Dick’s produce a range of kits for Yamaha, Honda, Suzuki, Kawasaki 


clubman bars, fibreglass tank, seat 
quarter fairing, As can be seen, 
chamber exhaust system although 
information and a catalogue can 


, Inc, 304 Agostino Road, San 


Love Takes NZ. 500 
Min. TT Title 


Hamilton‘s Laurie Love won the 


four 250cc events, He 
leading the final race hes 
he pulled in at the white 
flag, thinking the race was 
tun, Phil Turnbull (Suzuki 
RH260) went on to win, 
Honours in the 500cc 
class races went to Warren 
Lambess (Yamaha), Reg 
Dixon (BSA) and Lou Peeti 
(Husqvarna) while Tunrbull 

































—ano-e—— one) 
lane Freee aril tot mae 





“John Gibbons (Honda) and 


Rod Shirriffs (Suzuki 
Sce wins, (Suzuki) had 


(Honda CR250) was out- 


Se . © 
ras 1 bo one of the north’s 500ce riders In tho annual north vorsus south moto 
ni all standing, taking three of the 
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Recently Bob Cooke relinguished the Job of organising 
the New Zealand Championship trials series after bringing 
them to the present standard from their inauguration. His 
place has been taken by Brian Hoare from Papatoetoe, 
Auckland, a dyed-in-the-wool trials enthusiast who came 
to New Zealand ten years ago. 


Brian’s experience in 
trials competition dates 
back to 1955 when he rode 
a197cc James Commando 
regularly in trials In the 
South West Centre of 
England. 

Not only did he ride 
regularly but, by reason of 
a close friendship with the 
then Secretary of the West 
of England M.C.C., plus 
being a technical journalist 
by occupation and a 
competition organiser, 
Brian found himself In the 
thick of organising Trials. 

Natlonal ones too, cater- 
ing for 200 solos and up to 
15 sidecars and compris- 
ing all the British factory 
teams. Needless to say, 
Brian recalls, detailed 
organisation, plotting of 
sultable routes and their 
sections were a major task 


“and a great experience — 


especially trying to satisfy 
Sammy Miller! 

Besides then having a 
major part In the running 


of the National West of 
England Trial each year 
Brian progressed with his 
trials riding experience and 
changed his machines 
several times. His greatest 
successes were gained on 
an ex-factory 199cc 
Triumph formerly ridden by 
Ray Sayer. 

Several 200cc class cups 
were won besides first 
class awards and a sprink- 
ling of the usual placings. 

He Joined the committ- 
ees of three other clubs In 
the S.W. Centre and 
dabbled in motocross until 
a monster prang put paid 
to that activity. 

Coming to N.Z. he 
blinked his eyes a few 
times on encounting the 
trials in the Auckland area 


.— the first that he had 


seen here. Quite, 
different from U.K.! 

In 1972 Brlan’s love of 
trials riding led to him 
building out of bits and 
pieces a “works replica” 


quite 


Brian Hoare pictured riding his 199cc works Triumph to a first 


class award in the Otter Vale President’s Trophy Trial in the U.K. 


“rode a 350cc Matchless trials model way back in 1952 when | 
was only 12 years of age. Those were the vintage years”. 
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by MIKE HARRIS 


199cc Triumph. 

He won the Hamilton 
MCC “B" grade Club 
Champlonship on that. But 
by then the “Spanish 
invasion" had commenced 
and although he was a 
dedicated four-stroke man 
a dreaded two-stroke It 
Just had to be, hence the 
current smartly  fettled 
Bultaco which he now 
rides. 

Naturally, Brian has 
been caught up In the 
Walkato Trials Group, of 
which he is an executive 
member , and, with friend 
Stan Marshall, as editor of 


the Group's Informative 
newsletter. 

He sums up his outlook 
by saying, “Being an 


alrcraft hydraulic system 
engineer with Air New 
Zealand and Waikato Trlals 
Group Editor and National 
Trials Organiser — Add to 
this a quick trip over to 
Australia during Easter and 
early April to look after the 
New Zealanders competing 
over there — means that 
life is pretty full, but ‘I 
have had a lot out of trials 
riding, and now | am trying 
to put something back Into 
the sport and pastime 
which have been my. way - 
of life for 23 years.” 





of the day by some two or 
three hundred yards from 
Muller. He now looks a 
good prospect for the 
larger capacity titles later: 


By R.A. Kirby 


Dave Muller added the New Zealand 350cc beach title to 
his already impressive tally for this season at the 
Papakura club’s meeting at Kariotahi. Muller already held 
the North Island 350, 500 and 750 titles — all won on his 
Honda CR 250 — when he lined up for the national 350cc 


title race. 


As expected, Muller led 
from the start but Peter 
Clarkson, on a modified 
Honda MT 250, was right 
there with him. Pulling a 
lower gear, Clarkson 
seemed quicker out of the 
corners but Muller's top 
speed advantage evened 
things out by the time 
braking point was reached 
and both men often arrived 
at the corner together. 

Muller held his lead for 
the first two laps but then 
Clarkson got ahead to lead 
for three laps. Then on the 
sixth lap Muller found a 
little bit extra, regained the 
lead and led the last two 
laps to win by a consider- 
able margin. 

Third place went to 
Keith Lancaster (AJS 350) 
but not without a bit of 
luck. Bill Capper held third 
Place at half distance only 
to have the petrol tap come 
out and empty the tank's 
contents over his engine. 
Then two laps later Dave 
Tomkins, who took over 
third place, fell and could 
not restart. 

Forrest Cardon at last 
appears to have got rid of 
the Ignition problems that 
have sidelined him for the 


past few meetings. ‘With 
his Eso in a Bob Duck- 
worth-designed and built 
frame he won the first race 


oewelngthe year 


The five-lap handicap 
faces produced some close 
finishes and. made Muller 
and Cardon work hard for 
their places. 


Results: New Zealand 350cc 
titles — D, Muller, Honda 250, 
1; P. Clarkson, Honda 250, 2; K. 
Lancaster, AJS350, 3. Race One, 
4-lap scratch — F. Cardon, Eso 
Special 1; Muller, 2; Clarkson 3. 
Race Three, 5-lap handicap — D. 
Tomkins, Suzuki 250, 1; Muller, 
2; Cardon, 3;. Race Four, 5-lap 
handicap — S. Hesling, Yamaha 
350, 1; M. Smith, Honda 350, 2; 
Cardon, 3. Race five, 5-lap 
“handicap — L. Holliday, Honda 
350, 1; Muller, 2; Clarkson, 3. 








*EXHAUST SYSTEMS FOR NOKTON, 
HONDA, TRIUMPH, YAMAHA, 
KAWASAKI. 

*BIG BORE KITS FOR MOST MODELS, 

“CAFE STYLED TANKS, SEATS, FAIR- 
INGS ETC. 

*IN FACT.EVERYTHING TO TURN YOU! 

MACHINE INTO A DUNSTALL CAFE : 
RACER, 

*ALSO AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN NZ, FACTORY PRODUCTION 
MACHINES. 


available at all leading dealers, 


1975 Catalogue $1.95 
N.Z. Distributors: 


Kd. REW AND 
CO. ITD. 


NOTE: We regret that due to the Governments 
stringent policy on import licensing, some 
parts will undoubtedly be in short supply. 
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Harley 


idson’s bulldog 





zap machine- the $X175 


There are two things about the 
recently introduced Harley David- 
son SX 175 which can zap. you, 
right between the eyes. The first is 
the realisation that everything 
about the bike is BIG — big frame, 
big power, bit fittings. And big 
price. The second is that weird 
ray-gun type. appendage mounted 
on the rear fender. It’s actually a tail - 
light but for a while we thought it 
was some secret Italian device for 


picking off people who follow too 
close. 


Then as our test prog- 
ressed we realised it 
couldn’t be that because 


not too many people are 
likely to get that close. Not 
mounted on anything less 





than 250cc anyway. But if 
the tail light doesn’t zap 
you; the rest of the bike 
will. For a ride on the SX 
175 is likely to wipe out all 
those nasty doubts you’ve 
had about Harley trail 
bikes — or for that matter, 
Italian trail bikes — and if 
you are honest’ with 
yourself you will admit 
that this is one American/ 
Itallan alliance that works. 

Everyone has heard of 
Harley Davidson, even your 
mother in law. People will 
tell you, tentatively, that 
“it's the Rolls Royce of 
motor cycles... isn’t it?”. 
It isn't, but it just shows 
you how big a name HD 
has. It Is a name which 
may have been founded by 
the lumbering vee-twins of 
the war years, natured by 


such diverse characters as 
Marlon Brando, the late 
Cal Rayborn (He is still the 
official holder of the FIM 
world motor cycle speed 
record) and Marianne 
Faithful, and exemplified 
by the Ultimate Road Hog 
— the Electraglide. People 
who know a little will tell 
you Harleys are good; 
people who know a little 
more will tell you they are 
big; and people who know 
a lot will. tell you you're 
either a Harley lover or a 
Ducati lover — and never 
the twain shall meet. 

American flat-track 
enthusiasts will expound 
the virtues of the torquey 
vee-twin mill. Road race 
followers can tell you 
about the various overhead 
valve 750’s so prominent 
yesteryear and the two- 
stroke twins which are now 
coming from italy and 
making a blg impact In 
Europe. 

But Harley Davidson trail 
bikes? Who tells you about 
them? Well we are about 
to, and we are saying that 
If it were not for the 
indecently high price tag, 
the SX 175 could leave 
New Zealand bike riders 
with a totally new outlook 
on HD. We are sure that 
most trall riders would 
agree after riding the SX 
175, It's a whole lot of 
motor cycle. 

When we picked up the 
SX 175 from the Importers, 
Stichbury Distributors, we 
spent a while looking It 
over, jotting down notes 
and gathering a few 
details. The machine had 
already done a couple of 
hundred miles and al- 
though In good shape it 
wasn't pristine. That, we 
found out, was because 


the miles on the clock 
were competition»«miles, 
hard miles, yet the ~only 
real chink In Its armour 
was the necessity forsome * 
tape around the neck of 
the throttle where the 
cable entered. This was 
done after a fall during a 
three-hour motocross 
event but it didn't play up 
during our test. 

First impression was 
one of beefiness. A 
non-standard, chunky 4.00 
x 18 Nankeng knobbly on 
the rear rim no doubt 
contributed to this impres- 
sion but It was the whole 
package that implied that 
this was a bulldog of a 
175. 

The frame is sturdy and 
most unlikely to break. 
From the steering head, 
twin down tubes cradle the 
engine while a heavy box 
section top member, which | 
doubles as oll tank, 
connects with the rear 
down tubes and sub frame. 
The lower rear section of 
the frame is tidied up with 
two slabs of heavy steel 
which also carry the heavy 
duty swing arm. In all It’s a 
Pretty weighty set-up but 
strong. 

The SX 175 comes with 
elther Ceriani or Marzocchi 
front forks, both of which 
Provide close on six and a 
half Inches of travel. Those 
on the test model were 
Cerlanis and they perform- 
ed faultlessly both on the 
toad and off. 

Rear shock absorbers 
are Sebac with 4” travel, 
and spring rates are 
five-way adjustable for 
load. Those on the test 
bike were set a little stiff 
for the use we put them to 
but unfortunately we were 
unable to adjust them 


easily ‘because’ the’ quick- 
adjusting mechanism had 
become clogged with grit 
and muck. So much for 
quick adjusting. Damping 
was fine but the stiff 
Spring rate made the going 
bouncy over rocks. 

The front wheel is a 3.00 
by 19” and the rear is 3.50 
by 18”. Standard tyres are 
Continental trials type 
although as we mentioned 
before the rear skin had 
been replaced by a 4.00 
Nankeng knobby. We think 
that's a good idea. 

Overall length of the SX 
175 is 83 inches and the 
wheelbase works out at 54 
inches — longer than most 
other 175's available, but 
then this is no ordinary 
175. 

Now to the guts of the 
matter. Filling the empty 
Space under the gas tank 
sits a 174cc, single cylin- 
der two-stroke engine and 
five speed transmission. 
Bore and stroke dimen- 
sions are oversquare at 
61mm x 59.6mm and the 
compression ratio Is 
10.6:1. The aluminium 
cylinder is chromium lined 
for durability. 

Carburetion is provided 
by a 27mm Dell Orto and 
capacitor discharge 
ignition (CDI) makes sure a 
big fat spark is on hand to 
ignite the mixture. The 
importers recommend 
Champion N2 spark plugs 
be used but as none were 
obtainable at the time we 
employed a slightly hotter 
— and considerably more 
expensive =— Gold 
Palladium N3. The N3 is 
perhaps a better bet for 
average !se but the kind of 
guy who likes to use all 
the power he's got will 
make sure of his. supply of 
N2's, 

Oil from the top tube 
finds its way into the 
engine’s innards via a 
separate pump. Pre-mixing 
oil and gas is not 








necessary. Indeed, It is 
spelled out clearly in the 
owner's manual DO NOT 
MIX OIL WITH GAS, a 
throwback from the days 
when virtually every two- 
stroke engine from Europe 
was lubricated by pre-mix. 
The oil level can be 
checked by a hinged rod In 
the tank cap which Is 
situated directly in front of 
the gas tank filler cap. 

It is probable that the 
bike was originally 
designed to be a 250, 
judging by its layout, but 
after sampling the 175cc 
version and testifying for 
the great performance 
which HD are packing into 
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their medium weight offer- 
ing, we can't wait to get on 
board a 250. 


FAULTY WIRE 

After humming and 
haahing over the machine 
for a suitably proper time 
the NZMCN tester climbed 
aboard. It was bump 
started, a procedure which 
became necessary more 
than once during the test. 
It was later discovered that 
a faulty ignition wire had 


made for the unreliable 
kick starts. 
Cruising around the 


streets and blatting along 
the motorway told us that 
the SX 175 is 





well 


oom) 
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equipped to handle any 
road situation. On the 
open road it will cruise 
lazily at 50 miles per hour 
in top gear with the 
tachometer indicating 5000 
revs per minute. Power 
build up is smooth and 
strong all through the 
range but at 5500 rpm extra 
urge comes in and lasts all 
the way through to about 
8000 rpm. The result Is a 
reasonable cruising speed 
with instant power for 
overtaking without the 
need to drop down a cog. 

Around town and sub- 
urban streets fourth gear at 
30 miles per hour keeps 
the motor spinning over 
nicely while still having 
that safety margin of 
on-tap acceleration. 

All the accoutrements 
necessary for street legal 
riding work well, Including 
the horn. Electrics are 
12-volt and the battery 
hides away behind the 
right hand side cover. The 
speedometer Is calibrated 
in miles per hour and has 
an enduro-style odometer, 
resettable in tenths of a 
mile in either direction, 

HD have mounted the 
headlight in an interesting 
way. Instead of brackets 
attached to the fork 
stanchions a single nut 
which passes through the 
lower fork triple clamp and 
into the under side of the 
lamp retains the unit. 
There are practical as well 
as aesthetic reasons for 
this. In a fall the headlight 
is more protected. Also, 
the light beam can be 
swivelled around to suit 
your own requirements. 

Both front and rear turn 
Indicators hug the cycle 
and are consequently not 
as prone to damage as 
those mounted on long 
stalks. Muffling Is excell- 
ent although we were later 
to discover that the heat 
shield rather gets In the 
way while the rider is 
standing on the pegs. 
Standard pegs, Incident- 
ally, are of the rubber 
sleeve variety. Those on 
the test machine had been 
replaced by a pair of 
cleated steel ones. That's 
another good Idea’ if you 


are planning to do any 
rough riding. Pillion pegs 
will cost you extra. 


IMPRESSIVE 

On the street we were 
impressed with the SX 175, 
particularly with the grunt 
it had in the mid range. 
Top speed worked out at a 
shade over 70 mph but It 
wasn’t a long hard struggle 
to reach it. Internal gearing 
is well spaced being 
nelther close nor too wide 
ratio. Overall gearing Is 
determined by the 14-tooth 
transmission sprocket and 
the 50-tooth rear sprocket. 

Cog swapping presented 
no problems and clutch 
lever action was moder- 
ately light. The clutch 
rattled a lot but worked ok. 

Off the concrete and tar 
seal, the HD was again 
impressive. An indication 
of Its pulling power was 
given when it became 
Necessary to tow another 
rider's machine through a 
lot.of sand and shingle and 
get It to firmer ground. The 
SX 175 tackled the job 
without any fuss whatso- 
ever — no clutch slipping, 
no handfuls of revs neces- 
sary, no wheelspin. It Just 
slogged away in the 
manner of an XL 250. That 
low-pressure Nankeng at 
the back would certainly 
have helped but most of 
the credit must go to the 
Harley's mid range pulling 
power. 

One of the areas we 
always try to take our trall 
blkes to consists of long 
fast tracks covered with 
varying depths of sand and 
rocks. The SX 175 revels in 
this type of going although 
we felt the Steering was a 
little touchy a times 
Perhaps fitting a 21” front 
weet would kick the 

out far 
cure this, uel 
ere Is no denyin: 
the bike Is heavy 2 ithe 
full tank of gas It tips the 
pcales) around the 275 Ibs 


When Jumping the'b 
Continued ke, the 
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GREAT MILEAGE,ECONOMICAL, 
LOADED WITH EXTRAS. 


Washing instructions and guarantee. 


Fabrics pre-tested 
Front pockets stitched-turn-stitched to insure strength, comfort, 
for added strength and longer wear. appearance and best fit. 


i Extra strong seams. 
Serged edges to\coveuraw fabric. Main seams sewn with poly core thread to 
resist abrasion. 





Front and back rise proportioned to each 


\ Bartacks to reinforce points of strain. waist and in seam. 


Hems lockstitched to prevent raveling. 


ANGLER JEANS | 


Wremember the “Wis Silent. 


MADE IN M2. BYSTAND FAST 


Evenly spaced non-fray belt loops. 
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THE MICK ANDREWS REPLICA 
SUPERB TRIALS MACHINE 


New shipment just arrived including 
OSSA EXPLORERS 







Enquiries to: 


MIKE HARRIS 
EQUIPMENT 


8 BULLER GROVE NAENAE LOWER HUTT 
PH: WGTN 675-108 








CYCLISTS 
EASIER TO SEE 


Making motor cyclists clothing Menta 
and accessories easier for other 
road users to see is being under- 
taken asa research-study in Britain. 


The work forms parts of the 
Transport and Road Research 
Laboratory’s rotor cycle safety 
programme and will take two 
years, 

The TRAL on-the-spot 
accident work has seen that 
motor cyclists were not seen by 
drivers of other vehicles in 35 
per cent of 120 accidents 
studied, Further investigation 
more recently has supported 
this and similar trends have 
been found in other countries, 

Male and female riders and 


‘Ono of the best ways of being seen no matter when or where you're 


yy all sizes of machine will be 
included in the study. The 
relative conspicuity of suit, 


jackets, trousers, gloves,helmets, 

leg guards, fairings, headlamp 

covers and number plates will 

be examined, both on the 1 

roads and in the laboratory 

using simulation techniques. 
From surveys of motor 





SESS 


riding a motor cycle is to keep that front light on. This safety ‘ 
measure was pioneerad by the New Zealand Motor Cycle Association. 





Grey VVins First | 
-Round VVaikato 
Trial Champs 


Alister Grey, a 17-years-old Ossa-mounted rider took the first round 
of the Waikato A-Grade Trials Championship from Peter Grinter, 
also riding an Ossa by three points. Third was reigning national 

trials champion (he tied the championship with Bruce Mitchell) 
Greg Power (Yamaha TY250) who finished seven points behind Grey 


The trial was held at Onetai Road 
and was organised by the Thames lost,2; Greg Power, Yamaha TY 250, 
Valley Club, who turned on an excell. 61 pts lost,3; Peter Martin, Ossa 250, 
ent championship trial, with a bit of 77 Pts lost,4; Dave Cumming, 





* * 80 lost,5. 
everything in the tricky'sections, __ Montesa _250, 80 pts 


cyclists the acceptability of 
conspicuous clothing and 
accessories will be studied and 
the importance of cost in the 
decision to buy them will also 
be assessed, It is planned to 
involve the manufacturers and 
importers of clothing, machines 
and accessories in this research, 

There are about one million 
powered two-wheeled vehicles 
on Britain's roads and the numbers 
and annual average mileages are 
increasing, stimulated by the 
current increase in {uel costs, 

In 1973, 750 riders and 
passengers of mopeds , motor 
scooters and motor cycles were 
killed. Serious injuries were 
13,791 and slight injuries 30,727. 
The accident rate for motor 
cyclists is about two casualties 
for every 100,000 miles 
(62,137 km) travelled, 





Heavy rain had fallen the night 
before the trial and conditions were 
made even more difficult by a 
torrential downpour during the 
event, The rain made a river, which 
contained a number of sections, 
swell very quickly and this puta 
premium on tyre grip. 

Some riders lost their footing 
and received a dunking which also 
dampened the enthusiasm of their 
bikes with very wet Ignitions, 

The top three riders were equal 
to the day though and some 
particularly good rides were seen 
by Grey, Grinter and Power, 

Alister Grey is fast becoming 
one of the most promising riders 
in the North Island, His win in this 
event supplementing a fine win in 
a major event earlier this year, 

Grey now leads the Waikato 
Trials Championship A-Grade 
series with 15 points from Grinter, 
12 points and Power ight points, 


* RESULTS 


Alistor Gray, Osta 250, 64 pts 
lost,1; Potor Grinter, Ossa 250, 57 pts 
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Fourtoen-years-old Craig Coleman of Wanganul was the top ridor at a 
Junior moto cross meeting held in Walnulomata recently, More than 
50 entries were recelved for the meeting which was organised by 

dealers in the Wallington region. 
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WHEELING IN 
BRITAIN | 


CHRIS HARRIS TALKS TRIALS — FROM THE UK 


WESTERN WHITLEY 
TRIAL | 


is tri d the Charlie Wake trial. 
ar | rode in this trial when it was calle 
anes muddier than usual but the day itself was fine and my 


it well. “ 
ee euarer l inwardly quarelled with the sections as they were all narrow 


muddy,rutted ones - only one path through them. There were no rocks at 
all but many tight turns up and down banks amongst trees. a 2 

For the type of ground it seemed stupid to have such restrictive sections 
as it meant that only the first ten or fifteen riders at the most had a chance 
bs "Naas interested to note that Geoff Monk was riding number two and 
Derek Adsett number fifteen. Both these competitors are hardened and 
successful campaigners in the locality. Sure enough the results showed them 
in a one-two placing. 

| had drawn a mid-field number so my luck was completely out as | 
buried my Bultacos wheels to the axles in the churned-up slots. On the 
tight turns amongst trees | found the English hospitality was lacking as | 
leaned on a few trees to keep balance and was promptly dockéd a few 
fives by the eagle-eyed observers. 


EAST ANGLIAN TRIAL 
(National) 


[had a late number in this trial as | had entered late. To make matters 
worse it had rained all week and the heavens really opened up during the 
trial. 

Again the sections were narrow and muddy and made infinitely 
worse by the rain. There were the steepest hills I’d seen plus some clay 
banks and tree roots. 

The 45 sections of the trial all had mud as their chief ‘obstacle and they — 
were long — very long. 

The organisers, wishing to set a high standard for this national event 
had arranged twists and turns at the bottom of the uphill climbs so that 
riders could not build up speed. 

I had not ridden for long before | noted this trial as the muddiest | 
had ever ridden in. 

In case you think | am exaggeratinglet me explainz that, of the 45 
sections there were six or seven in which every rider collected a five. 
Furthermore there were an additional two sections which only half a 
dozen competitors even attempted. 

The front wheel of my bike clogged solidly easily a dozen times. 
| realised afterwards that | should have dispensed with it altogether. 

1 felt that the position was hopeless and the trial pointless. 

However | gritted my teeth and pressed on and was rewarded for 
Perseverance by being the only rider to clean a section with tree roots 
in it. 

When the results of the trial were published | found that I’d gained 
eighth place with a loss of 135 points, beating Don Smith, a previous 
European champion. 

The winner of the trial, Mark Kemp, lost 91 points. A high scoring 
trial indeed. 

FOOTNOTE: It’s probably appropriate at this stage to comment on some 
of the English trials. The muddy ones down in the south of England are 
mostly a source of irritation and frustration. 

Because of the stupid section layout with only one narrow track through 
them, firstly initiative tends to be stifled. Then comes the unfair part in 
the luck of the draw; if you have the right number at the right place at 
the right time. 

Honestly New Zealand riders would mutiny at some of the events 
that pass for trials over here. 

In effect I‘m saying that there are many very good sections and 
trials being organised in New Zealand. It would be a mistake to think 
that all English trials are top notch. Many of them are pathetic. 


There, I've said my piece so must go away and wash some mud 
off my bike and myself. 


NZ TRIALS 
SERIES DATES 


The first leg of the New 
Zealand championship trials series 
will be staged by the Thames 
Valley club at Anzac weekend, 
April 26 and 27, 




















Clark, RD4, Paeroa, Further 
rounds will take place as follows: | 
Round Two, July 13, Palmerston | 
North; Round Three, August 3, 
Christchurch; Round Four, August | 
30 and 31, Dunedin; Round Five, | 
September 21,Nelson; Round Six 





The venue will be Bicknell’s 
farm, Waitawheta Valley, near 





Paeroa, on the Saturday and 
Parkinson's farm, Hikutaia on 
the Sunday. Entries close on 
April 14 and should be sent 
with a $3.00 entry fee to Brian 


(Final) October 26, Wellington, 
Labour Weekend, 

In addition the New Zealand 
championship Scitt trial will be 
staged by the Hamilton Club 
on May 18 
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i + ard To Get Pai 
Extensive Stocks Held 


Rekto MOTORS 
"Tal carton Rd Christchurch 4 
Telephone 43.493 LM.V.D. J 


HONDA SPARES 
For All Models up to 100ce 
Prompt Mail Order Sarvice 
RONNIE MOORE 
843 Colombo Street Christchurch 
“Telephone 50182_ 
—S 


SIDI — MX BOOTS 
Size 8 and 9 only $78.00 Pr plus 


postage $1.00, Remittance with 
order please. 


A limited number of Ashmans dua 
February 


| 1.8. MOTOR CYCLES LTD 
Hastings St., Napier 


Phone: 54205 


Yuasa power, 
for whirlwinds 
on wheels. 


‘Yuasa fpatteries: = - 

Powerful and dependable, and mado|to — 
stay thacway whatever the action. 

Which'ls why they’ra standard equipment 
(on several famous:name. motor bikes, 

Batferies have béen Yuasa's business for 
more than 50 years. « 

We've got a whole Jor going for you. 


Distributed by: 


LAURIE 
SUMMERS 
ACCESSORIES 





55 Upper Queen Street, 
Auckland 1 


St. Asaph St. Christchurch 





November 1973 * 





1 got a hankering to go trail bike riding. I’m 
not sure why because I'm getting on in years now and aching muscles 


and bruised skin don’t mend like they used to. And also I’ve always 
been a bit scared about charging over open ground hell for leather on 


two wheels. _ 

Anyway | got this hankering 
so | looked around every motor- 
cycle dealers shop in Wellington 
and decided that the.real grunty 
machines would really scare me 
and also they were too much 
money for what | thought would 
be an enjoyable occasional 
pastime. 

My wife thought she'd like to 
have a bash at off-roading so 


helped = mes chooser=250;"360} 


125, 100 — they were just 
numbers to her. The various 
Prices sunk home though. But 
above all else, if my wife was 
to ride it, the bike had to look 
“nice. (Good grief).. But of 
course she had a point. What's 
the use in riding around on an 
old donger when a new smart 
looking machine will go just as 
well, normally a lot better 

With the mixing together of 
what | wanted and what my wife 
wanted we eventually plumped 
for a Yamaha LT3* — 100cc 
trail model from Whites in 
Wellington. The cost suited my 
Pocket; 100cc didn't appear to 
me as putting the bike in the 
super-power bracket and most 
important of all, as everyone 
knows — “it looks nice’. (The 

“latest models look even better). 

Now 2500 miles and almost 
16. months later the bike is still 
going like the day | bought it 
and personally | haven't done a 
thing to it. It’s been regularly 
serviced by Whites, but apart 
from that, nothing. 

\'ve had two things go wrong 
with it. The most important 
happened at 50mph on the Hutt 
motorway when the engine 
seized and locked the back 
wheel. No, | didn’t fall off but 
| did have to stop by the side of 
the road and puff away a day's 
ration of smokes — while the 
engine cooled down of course. 

When we were both calmed 
down | kicked it over, it fired 
first time and has never given a 
problem since. The other pro- 
blem was the throttle cable 
jamming the thing open at good- 
ness knows how many revs be- 
fore breaking. Right now there 
is a persistent misfire at peak 
revs which the Whites boys say 
could be the exhaust needing 
decarbonising, or it could be a 
plug, or it could be something 
else. It appears it's difficult to 
cure and | have a sneaking sus- 
picion that it can‘t be cured. 


Oh yes, and the fins on the 
block rusted almost the day | 
bought the bike. Apart from 
that, no problems, < ‘ 

To me this is absolutely 
amazing because the bike has 
had anything but a quiet life. 
It's been just about everywhere’ 
a bike can go and it's been 
running at least a couple of 
times for five hours at a trot. 
It'se@been"totallywcompletelys 
drowned in a stream that came! 
over the saddle and near pul- 
verised me nethers; it's scraped 
along the road (sealed) breaking 
an indicator and ripping my 
suit; it's been flipped backwards 
breaking another indicator and 
scratching half the paint off my 
helmet; it's come down froma 
terrifying height front wheel 
first (ah, these skilled riders) 
and it’s been bashed and clattered 
through stream beds, rocky 
gullies, deep sand ete, etc, ete, 
and it's stood for two wet weeks 
and then started second kick 
It's quite a machine and because 
it’s so good | haven’, -been 
tempted to move up to some- 
thing bigger and possibly not 
much better 

On the debit side it’s a’ 
terrible crush with two on and 
is also unstable with (wo up on 
the trail. The lights are un- 
believably dim, it’s much more 
practical to scream “b.... off” 
than blow the horn; the rusted 
engine :can't have done much 
for its resale value. In a way 
these are minor points, the big- 
gest of all is that it simply is not 
a very powerful bike, 

It's an obvious statement to 
make of course as it's only 
100ce but in comparison with 
other 100s for example a K: 
wasaki and a Suzuki which I've, 
also ridden, the Yamaha doesn’t 
appear to have the same ac- 
celeration. By no means is it 
lagging way behind. It’s just 
fractionally slower, 

In comparison to a Yamaha 








+125 trail which |'ve had a lot of 


rides on lately my little 100 
just isn’t in the hunt. It seems 
amazing that 25cc would make 
that much difference, 

On the flat or non bumpy 
trail there is not such a notice- 
able difference. It's when jumps 
are encountered, downhill more 
so than uphill, that the more 
powerful, and often more im- 
mediate throttle response of the 












by David Hall 


125 over the 100 really shows 
up. And once uphills, of any- 
length, are encountered we start 
to drop back. These points on - 
the power or lack of power of 
the LT3 are only really of signi- 
ficance if it was to be raced or 
entered in an enduro event be- 
cause for normal trail riding it 
will keep up easily with 125 
machines. It is so much more 
manouvreable, so easily handled 
and.first and’second gear are so 


that many times the 100 has 
made it to places that the 125 
,couldn’t sniff at. Apart from 
‘this bike's reliability (it'll pro- 
bably fall to. pieces next week), 
its handling qualities and gearing 
are without doubt among the 
best of any 100 anyone at 
NZMCN has ridden. 

When the machine was first 
Purchased jt took very little 
time to get used to riding it. I'd 
say about five minutes. And 
that's not because I'm the 
world's best rider, far from it, 
but because the bike is so well 
balanced and all the controls 
are positioned right where you'd 
expect them to be. When you 
open the throttle there's no 
great surge of power, it comes in 
gently, and is easy to become 
accustomed to. 

Don’t get the wrong idea 
about the LT3. It's no dodderer. 
Its 97cc engine puts out 10bhp 
at 7,500 rpm and maximum 





Riders can wheelle the L: 
for any distance, LETS 


‘out so much power. 






i ft.Ib. 

torque at 7,000 rpm is 7.0ft, 

Other people who have tidden 
i azed that a 100 can put 
it are am: = hera’s 
ample there to give you plenty 
of Hin and thrills, enough to 
wheelie (although it's not easy) 
and enough torque to make this 
a handy little amateur trials 


machine. f 
In common with most off 


roaders the LT3 has a five gear 


(four up one down) box. The 
ratios are such that three gears 
suffice for trail work and two 
for road work. 4 

Of the two high gears, fifth is 
definitely a flat road or down- 
hill cog but will see the bike up 
to 50-55 mph. It is best not to 
cruise at this speed for long 
periads though. The bike. is 
quite happy between 45 and 50 
mph, Fourth is a good about- 
town gear but third is best for 
town overtaking. The bike it~ 
self is an excellent method of 
short hop commuting, it is 
economical and nippy but it is 
definitely not a long or even 
middle distance bike unless 
you're in no hurry. 

Third, second and first gears 
are well selected for the trail. 
Second will take you most 
places but if it won't first’ will 
finish the job. The bike is so 
well mannered that it will tick 
along in first gear and pick up 
very quickly with a twist of the 
throttle, This makes the bike 
useful for weaving in and out of 
rocks or for slow bouldery 
stream crossings. It also enables 
the rider to play around at trail 
trial riding. Its light weight 
(187 Ibs), which is a boon if 
you get badly stuck, is also a 
let-down on tricky uphill bits as 
the rear wheel jumps all over the 
place or loses grip. Fitting 
knobblies could prevent this. 
My LT3 has had the same trail 
tyres on since new and they are 
now well worn in. 

On the trail handling is 
superb. Much better than other 
100s we've ridden. It not only 
feels more stable, it is more 


stable 2nd the Dover characte 
an easy bike to 


s@well)suited to-the!power-outputsmeewlstics*mal 


tackle all manner-of going under- 
foot remaining eminently man- 
ouvreable at all times. It is not 
good in deep sand. It doesn’t 
usually have the power and when 
it does the rear tyre simply 
digs in. On sandy tracks how- 
ever, it is an excellent bike that 
does exactly what you want. 
Just because it is a small 
capacity machine doesn't mean 
that it is a bottom of the line 
model. It possesses all the re- 
finery of the bigger Yamaha 
trail bikes. | has seven port 
torque induction, primary kick 
start, five step adjustable rear 
shocks, well padded seat, 
blinkers, lights and of course the 
autolube oil lubrication system. 
+ The advertising blurb says 
that it also has completely dust- 
proof and waterproof brakes. 
They might be dustproof but 
they certainly aren't waterproof 
Any prolonged insertion in 


water leaves the brakes prett 
Continued on page 1: 


Not easy to keep the front wheel up 





ADLINGTON 
GIVES BRITISH 


LEAGUE 
MISS THIS YEAR 


BY DICK BARRIE 


Robin Adlington, the fireball from Palmerston North 
who has been winning friends and influencing British 
solo speedway people since his first hairy British outings 
at the long-defunct Nelson [Lancashire] circuit in 1970, 
caught the bug last year. The bug which has already 
caught Kiwi speedway riders in Britain ever since there 
have been Kiwi speedway riders in Britain! The bug which 
has afflicted such notables as Barry Briggs, Trevor 
Redmond, Ronnie Moore and a dozen others! Robin fell 
in love with a British girl! Indeed, even better, Robin fell 
in love with a Scottish girl! And now that the wedded pair 
have returned to New Zealand, they will be staying for at 
least a year. 





Rockin’ Robin has 
packed a fair amount of 
service into his British 
League career since the 
early days in 1970 — he’s 
tracked out for Nelson, 
Bradford, Glasgow, Coven- 
try and Coatbridge since 
he started out. He collec- 
ted international honours 


Adlington in characteristic pose riding 
for the Tigers in the British League. 





































cS a matter of cycle 
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last year when he got a 
late call to the colours as 
New Zealand's reserve In 
that Ill-fated World Team 
Cup event at Ipswich and 
he's made a friend for 
every point he's scored 
while he's been racing! 

Robin, of course, hasn't 
been stuck in Britain 
without a break since 1970, 
as he's been a_ regular 
commuter home between 
BL seasons, and even 
made history In 1972 when 
he travelled to Africa for a 
season, thus becoming the 
first Kiwi to race in either 
South Africa or Rhodesia 
for close on twenty years. 
His well-known ability to 
race as quickly (and as 
well!) on wet circuits as 
dry has made him a 
fearsome opponent on 
rainy nights — and there 
are more than a few rainy 
nights to be found during a 
British League season! 

A close friend of his 
club captain during 1974 at 
Coatbridge, Robin has 
paid particular attention to 
Dave Gifford’s advice since 
linking with the likeable 
Dave. Earlier in his career 
it was Alf Wells who kept 
his enthusiasm in check 
during the days they 
shared at Bradford, and 
Robin will always speak 
warmly of the efforts of 
Alfie to keep him in check 
at times! To have friends 
like Dave and Alf around 
means a lot in BL 
speedway — it’s a tough 
old game at times — and 
Robin must have been very 
much aware of _ their 
friendship at the beginning 
of the 1974 campaign, 
when the League's control- 
lers ruled that Robin — a 
Coatbridge rider since 1971 
— should be transferred to 
Wolverhampton forthwith! 

Now, Robin doesn’t like 
some of the people in 
charge of the sport at 
Wolverhampton, so he 
didn’t want to go. Coat- 
bridge didn't want him to 
go. So the matter was 
referred to higher author- 
ity, and incredibly the 
ruling was confirmed — 


| mem mee 
cee Mosemes, he eC 


5% 





Robin. Adii ah 
ington, wa 
ride for Wolverhummsicn fe 


nowherel | "Right!" said 
Robin. 'f that’s the 
attitude — Nowhere but 


Coatbridge!” Thus, while 
the rest of the country's 
teams were buSlly facin, 
every night, POOF Robin 
was sitting on the fence, 
awaiting the result of a 
further appeal! During this 


eriod, the Coatbridge 
public had a_ well- 
supported collection at 


their track to keep him 
solvent as the case was 
being argued, and the 
Speedway Riders’ Assoc- 
iation (the sport's “union 
in Britain) took an interest. 
At last, his registration to 
Coatbridge was renewed, 
and he took his place In 
the side eight weeks ater 
the season had started. 
More important, he had 
won a battle against the 
sport's beaurocracy, a 
battle that will in all 
probability never need to 
be fought again, thanks to 
Robin's stand. 

Robin and Barbara were 
married last October, in 
her native Glasgow, and a 
few weeks later they were 
on their way to Palmerston 
North. For the past Kiwi 
season Robin has been 
contracted to Wellington's 
Te Marua Raceway, where, 
he says, “there has been a 
definite improvement in 


* standards of riding, part- 


icularly in the B-grade”. 
He's had a pretty good 
season, too, having repre- 
sented New Zealand 
against the visiting Poles 
and coming fourth (the top 
New Zealander) In the New 
Zealand championships at 
Palmerston’ North. — Ivan 
Mauger, Barry Briggs and 
Ronnie Moore were riding 
at Stratford at the time so 
Robin made the most of 
their absence to finish 
behind three Englishmen. 
He reckons he could have 
done better if he hadn't 
done a little too much 
experimenting on the 
night. 
Now that the season 
Continued on page 15 
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commentary 
Rich Ixion Winter 
Series definite 


The rich Ixion moto cross series with a proposed total prize money 
of $5000 is defintely on. However the first event will not now take 


place until early May. 

From the first meeting on 
meetings will be held every month 
At present it is planned to hold 
the meetings at three different 
venues, 

The Otaihanga course will 
be used as will the course at 
Queen Elizabeth Park and an 
entirely new course is also being 
planned, 

At each meeting the main 
events will be the two legs of 
the winter series. This will be 
an open event and it is hoped 
that the $1000 per meeting 
prize money will attract 
riders from all over the country. 
Prize money is to be paid down 
to 14th place, 

Riders for the two legs will 
be chosen from two qualifying 
heats with up to 40 riders in 
each heat. As the series 
progresses the top riders, perhaps 
the regular first 10 place getters, 
will not be required to compete 
in qualifying heats, Definitely, 
at the last meeting, there will 
be no need for qualifying heats. 
The riders will go straight into 
the final. 


As well as moto cross 
machines trail bikes will be 
allowed to compete therich series. 
|f they can prove they are up to 
it- by finishing well in the quali- 
fying heats - trail bikes are elig- 
ible to race it outrwith the 
moto cross machines, 

Prize money will be«paid 
at each meeting and the over- 
all series winner will be deci- 
ded on a points system. 

Last year 180 riders turned 
up for the first meeting. This 
year, with the large prize money 
more can be expected, 

Riders who do not do well 
in previous meetings will be 
eligible to compete ina 
consolation event at the last 
meeting. Prize money, 
yet to be decided, will be 
given for this consolation 
event. 

Entry forms for the series 
will be run in the next issue 
of NZMCN and closing date 
for entries will be early May, 
So, don‘t forget to get your 
copy. It’s the only place you 
can get an entry form. 








BY JACWAL 


1 DENSELUBE metal 
bushings with built-in 
lubrication. 


2 LINKPLATES are 
heat-treated, shot- 
peened and precision 
finished. 





3 PRESS-FIT assembly 
assures that proper 
positioning of link- 
plates is maintained. 


4 PINS are case 
hardened, machined, 
and finished to close 
tolerances. "| 


SEE YOUR LOCAL M/CYCLE DEALER 
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LAURIE SUMMERS ACCESSORIES LTD 
55 UPPER QUEEN ST., AUCKLAND 
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ACU CONFERENCE 

The NZACU Conference will be 
held in Christchurch on April 
11,12 and 13, 


AND NOW, THE NEWS 
YOU'VE ALL BEEN WAIT- 
ING FOR... 

As an experiment, and 
after a lengthy and lively 
club discussion, the Papa- 
kura club has decided to 
‘run its June beach meeting 
in an anti-clockwise direc- 
tion. 


ADDRESS LOST 


Would the young man who 
contacted Len Perry at the 
Gracefield Marlboro round with 
the request for a photo of the 
late Geoff Perry, please contact 
Len again at 173 Great South 
Road, Green Lane, Auckland, 

Len has the material 
requested but has mislaid the 


persons address. 


ROAD TRIAL : 

The Hamilton club will hold 
a 200-mile road trial on Anzac 
Day, Friday April 25, for which 
good prizes will be offered, 





Top: Peter Ellis tucks well in at the start of his record breaking run. Below: A 


view down the strip as two competitors 
squares mark the ond of the % mile. 


get under way, those two small white 


World Championship 


125¢cc MX 
Championship 


French GP April 27 
British GP May 4 
Yugo. GP May,11 
Swedish GP May 25 
Austrian GP June 1 
Polish GP June 8 
West German GP June 22 
Czech. GP June 29 
Us GP July 6 
Canadian GP July 13 
Spanish GP August 17 
Belgian GP August 24 


250cc MX 
Championship 


Spanish GP April 6 
Austrian GP April 20 
Belgian GP April 27 
Czech. GP May 4 
Polish GP” May 11 
Yugo. GP dune 8 
West German GP June 15 
British GP June 22 
French GP July 6 
Swedish GP August 10 
Finnish GP August 17 
Swiss GP August 31 





500cc MX 
Championship 





Swiss GP April 13 
Italian GP May 11 
Finnish GP May 25 
Soviet GP June 8 


| Dates——-—- meer FfanctGPameendunedt 5 


Us GP June 22 
Canadian GP June 29 
British GP July 6 


West German GP July 13 
Dutch GP July 27 
Belgian GP August 3 
Luxembourg GP August 10 


Observation 
Trials 


Champs 


Irish Round 
Belgian Round 


February 15 
February 23 


Spanish Round = March 2 
British Round March 15 
French Round = April 13 
Polish Round May 24 - 25 
Italian Round June 15 
Canadian Round July 13 

US Round July 20 
Finnish Round August 24 
Swedish Round August 31 


Swiss Round September 6 
West German 

Round October 5 
Czech, Round. October 12 


FIM Prize 
Formula 750 


US Round March 9 
Italian Round April 6 
French Round May 11 
Swedish Round July 19-20 
Finnish Round — August 3 
British Round = August 9 - 10 
Belgian Round August 16 


Dutch Round 
West German 
Round 
Spanish Round 


September 7 


Sept 27-28 
October 5 








[rhe trial will start (rOMIAY 
the club rooms in. Seddon Road, 
at 8.30 am and will be staged 
within a 40-mile radius of 


jamilton. a 
ne ‘A variety of road conditions 


will be encountered. 





| Yamaha from page 12 
useless and they take a long 


time to dry out. When the 
brakes are dry they are not the 
best brakes we've tested either. 
They'll stop you okay but you've 
got to grip and stamp forcibly. 

Those handlebars, which ona 
small. bikeJike. this give you 
enough leverage fo turn “the 
Queen Mary, also leave you 
with a nasty ache between the 
shoulder blades after any pro- 
longed road work. — Sitting 
forwards, backwards, straight 
up, hunching doesn’t seem to 
alter the ache. 

Apart from this painful pro- 
blem they are exactly the right 
height and width for fast speed 
or slow speed control. Other 
Yamaha bikes we have ridden 
also possess this inherent good 
handling “feel” about them. It 
gives the rider confidence in 
himself and his machine. 

Suspension is fully adequate 
for the bike’s weight. The rear 
is perhaps better suited than the 
front especially with its five way 
adjustable units which enable 
the rider to alter easily the 
dampening effect dependent on 
his weight and the terrain he is 
riding over. Front suspension 
is a wee bit hard for trail riding 
butit’s nothing that some lighter 
oil won't cure. Also the front 
wheel often drops right to the 
end of the suspension travel 
when lifting hard up steep bumpy 
slopes and makes a resounding 
clang. Unnerving at first but 
nothing to worry about so long 
ao the front wheel doesn’t drop 
off. 

Apart from the cylinder fins 
oxidising away there is little 
evidence of any other serious 
fust spots. The chrome is in 
good condition and so is the 
paintwork and the lights 
winkers and horn switches on 
the left handlebar so far have 
not been affected by water, All| 
these facts point to a well mado 
machine, 


continued on page 15 





the SUZUKI experts 


7-11 KINGS CRES. LOWER HUTT PHONE 660-599 


YAMAHA LT3 from page 14 
In conclusion the LT3 is a 


fine trail bike. It is little — 
only tiny 18 inch wheels front 
and rear — but it has a hard 


working lastable engine and ex- 
cellently. matched power and 
gearing; it is a piece of cake to 
ride and it will do most things 
that larger capacity will 
do. It won't do all that a bigger 
bike will do by any means but 
as a bike for someone to learn 
trail riding on — how to jump, 
stop, turn and generally handle 
a bike in the rouyh — it would 
take a lot of beating. 


SPECIFICATIONS 
PERFORMANCE 


Maximum speed range, 93-100 km/h 
{58-62 mph); Climbing ability, 27 
degrees; Minimum turning radius, 
2,100 mm (82.7 in); Minimum 
braking distance, 15 m @ 50 km/h 
(49 ft @ 31 mph). 


ENGINE 


Type, 2-trok 
duction, Sing! 


7-port Torque In- 
Displacement, 97cc 
(5,92 cu.in); ind Stroke, 52 x 
45.6 mm (2.1 x 1.795 in); 
Compression ratio, 6.9 : 1; Maxi- 
mum horsepower, 10 hp @ 7500 
rpm; Maximum torque, 0.97 kg-m 
{7.0 ft-lb) @ 7000 rpm; Lubrication 
system, Autolube; Starting system, 
Primary kick starter; Transmission, 
5-speed gearbox. 


DIMENSIONS 

















Overall length, 1,910 mm (75.2 in); 
Overall width, 900 mm (35.4 in); 
Overall height, 1,050 mm (41.3 in); 
Wheelbase, 1,240 mm (48.8 in); 
Minimum ground clearance, 220 mm 
(8.6 In); Weight (Net), 85 kg (187 tbs); 
Fuel tank capacity, 60 litre (1.6 US 

I.); Oll tank capacity, 1.2 litre 
fis US qth; Tyres, front, 2.75-18- 
4PR; rear, 3.00-18-4PR. 
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Try us for... 
HARD TO GET PARTS 
SPEEDWAY J.A.P. SPARES 
VILLIERS SPARES (including 
new engines) 

HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS 
(including belts) 

NORTON MANX~- SOME 
PARTS UP TO 1958 

AMC SPARES UP TO 1964 
NORTON COMMANDO NEW 
AND USED SPARES 
VINCENT SPARES — NEW 
ZEALAND DISTRIBUTOR 





ALSO 
“SUZUKI AND HONDA SPARES 











HARLEY DAVIDSON from page 7 
extra weight Is apparent. It 
feel more like a 250cc in 


these situations. Jumps 
require that little bit more 
throttle on take-off than 
other 175's. 

Brakes front and rear are 
good 140mm (5.5 ins) units 
which perform well both 
on the street and in the 
rough. The one at the rear 
is housed In a conical alloy 
hub and is a little flerce 
but after a little while of 
getting used to it, It proved 
very effective in conjunc- 
tion with the knobby. 

The seat-handlebar-foot- 
pegs relationship Is com- 
fortable for both short and 
tall riders and the seat is 
broad and firm. 


Q.D. REAR WHEEL 

There are some_ nice 
small touches, too. Clutch 
and front brake levers and 
cables are real sturdy. The 
rear wheel and chain can 
be quickly adjusted by the 
snall cam adjustors. The 
wheel itself is quick- 
detachable. If you do 
happen to stall the SX 175 
In gear all you'll need to do 
is pull in the clutch and 
prod the kick start lever. 
That's provided you don't 
have a loose ignition wire 
somewhere. 

The ignition switch Is 
where it should be, out of 


the way between the 
speedo and tacho. 
Warning lights for high 


beam and ignition and the 
neutral indicator light are 
found In the tacho dial. 
The petrol tank, which 
holds a total of three US 
gallons, slots Into four 
rubber mounts and Is held 
in place by a rubber strap 
at the rear of the tank. 
Quallty of finish on the 
Harley was high. The tank, 
side cover and rear guard 
were painted purple, as Is 
the standard alloy front 
fender. The fender on the 
test machine was the third 
item which was non-stan- 
dard — the original had 
been replaced with a black 





Over-enthusiastic NZMC tester shows 
off the SX 175’s bash plate. 


plastic one. A small 
amount of salt spray 
corrosion sustained on the 
way to New Zealand had 
affected the engine 
casings but this was only 
slight and Is not Ilkely to 
be found on other exam- 
ples. 

To our minds, only the 
price stands In the way of 
making the SX 175 a hot 
seller. It retails for $1250, 
far more than anything 
else of Its capacity. Even 
of the 250cc bikes avail- 
able here, only the Bultaco 
Alpina, at $1344, Is more 
expensive. It's Interesting 
to note that Stichbury’s 
other line of motor cycles 
is the Gemini range and 
the Gemini 175 is the 
cheapest of its capacity 
newly available, at $789. 


For all intents and 
Purposes the SX 175 
belongs in the 250cc 


camp, and even then one 
or two riders on quarter- 
litre machines could find 


themselves staring into 
that zap machine perched 
on-- top. of>.,the. rear. 
mudguard. : 


Engine: single cylinder, two- 
stroke, piston port. Displace- 
ment: 171cc. Bore and stroke: 
61 x 59.6mm. Compression 
ratlo: 10.6:1. Lubrication: 
Automatic oll Injection. Carbur- 
ation: 27mm DellOrto, square 
slide, concentric. Ignition: 
Breakerless CDI, separate coil. 
Electrics: 12 volt battery, altern- 
ator. Transmission: Five speed; 
constant mesh. Starting: 
Primary Kick. Chassis: Double 
down tube, rectangular section 
main tube with integral oll tank. 
Front suspension: Ceriani or 
Marzocchi hydraullc forks, 32mm. 
diameter tubes, 6.3 Ins travel. 
Rear Suspension: Sebac, five 
way adjustable shocks, 4 Ins 
damping, Tyres: Front 3.00 x 19; 
rear 3.25/3.50 x 18 Continental 
trials type. Two rim locks for 
each wheel. Wheelbase: 54 Ins. 
Overall length; 84.5 Ins. Saddle 
helght: 32 ins. Welght, net: 248 
‘Ibs. Price: $1250 at time of 
writing. 








New SX-175 


A full range of Harley Davidsons is available 


HUTT MOTORCYCLE CENTRE 


82 Victoria St. Lower Hutt 
(Under Ewen Bridge) Ph: 661-487 











ADLINGTON from page 13. 


over here is. just about 
over, one could be forgiven 
for thinking that Robin will 
be returning to Great 
Britain — In fact he has 
received an offer from the 
Coventry club. But he 
won't be returning this 
season. “The pressure of 
business is too great” he 


Sald. He Is assisting In the 
family business at Palmer. 
ston North, selling and 
repalring lawnmowers, 
chain Saws — and farm 
bikes. “I'll definitely be 
going back sometime” he 
said, “though | am not too 
sure about Next year, In 
the meantime, my speed- 
way will be restricted to 
winter meetings at 
Penlee.” 





FOR SALE 

YAMAHA TR3 Almost com- 
plete spares and rebuilt rubber mount- 
ed engin. A vory fast and reliable 
machine. Raced to 3rd place (350cc 
dass) in Mini Marlboro at Timaru 
$1600 O.N.O. Write to Pat Duffy 
C/- RNZAF Wigram CHRISTCHURCH. 


FOR SALE 
THE MOST COMPETITIVE 500cc 
ROAD RACER IN THE COUNTRY 
IS FOR SALE, Wellington Motor. 
Cycles regrettably offer for sale the 
incredible Suzuki TR 500 Mark 3 
which Pat Hennen rode In the Mar- 
boro series and on which Steve Dun- 
don currently leads the national 500cc 
points table. 

Abundant power and superb hand- 
ling. What more can wa say, except it 
is yours for $4500. Phone Gary Gill 
‘or Steve Dundon at Wellington 42832, 
or write to P.o. Box 27338, Welling- 
ton. 


TRIALS 
MONTESA 247WTA. A competit 
ive machine thats built to perform and 
to last, Its hard to beat at the best 
of times and with a price tag like this 
its a winner, $750 Cash or $450 Dep. 
We always have a good selection of 
competition machines available. 
If you're from out of town give us a 
ring and we can arrange finance and 
freight if required. Phone 30066 
CHRISTCHURCH . ANYTIME 


FOR SALE . 

SUZUKI RNGOO & RH250 
FACTORY MACHINES. Ridden by 
N.Z. Motocross Champion Peter 
Ploen, these machines are 3 months 
old and have been meticulously main- 
tained reglardless of cost. 

Extensive modifications include, 
raised expansion chambers and speci- 
ally imported rear shocks, forward 
mounted to factory specification. 

Genuine inquiries only, to: 

Mr Chris Barrington, Coleman's 
Suzuki Centre (Waikato) Ltd., 130 
London St. Phone 82 354 Hamilton. 
After Hours - Phone 55 544. 


FOR SALE 
MONTESA 250VR 1974 model 
in excellent order. Alloy bars, works 
shocks and full spares - rebuild kit 
with deal. Owner selling because of 
injury. Finance available. Ph 37905 
Hamilton (collect.) 








Ubhidie 


FOR SALE 
Suzuki TR750. 750cc water cool- 

ed. Completely rebuilt in our work- 
shop by Mike Sinclair, motor up to 
latest U.S. speco. Hydralic disc brakes 
front and rear, krober ignitior, mag 
wheels, Konl shocks, Rickman frame 
etc. No cost has been spared in the 
preparation of this machine. It’s 
fast and reliable. 
$3750 cash or $225 deposit. 
YAMAHA T2350, water cooled. 
Exceptional order throughout. A 
race-proven mount that will put you 
in front. Good buying at only 

$2750 cash or $1650 deposit. 
SUZUKI TR500. Twin disc front 
brake, “Dick Lawton" barrells. 
Extremely fast and very reliable 
Ready to race. 

$1950 cash or $1170 deposit. 
YAMAHA T2380cc twin, Immacul- 
ate through out, this Is undoubtedly 
the best one available, only ridden in 
acouple of meetings in N.Z. 

$1690 Cash or $1020 Dep. 

SUZUKI TR500. Disc front brake, 
mag ignition. Ideal club racer. Good 
buying at this price. $850 cash or 
$510 Dep. 

MOTO-CROSS 

SUZUKI RH250. This is the 

machine the has given Harry Ross the 
lead in the S.I. Gold Star Series. 
Immaculately prepared. $1800 Cash 
or $1080 Dep, 

SUZUKI TM400K. Our own machine 
maintained regardless of cost, rear 
suspension modified to 45° angle. 
ts quick and handles well. $1090 


Cash or $654 Dep, 
HONDA CR125. As new thru out. « 
“A competitive machine that we've ~ 
priced to sell, $795 Cash or $480 


Dep. 
SUZUKI TM125L. Bought up to lat- 
est factory specifications, this machine 
has proven itself by keeping Larry 
Ross ahead in the 125cc S.I, Gold 
Star series. Ready to race. $725 
Cash or $435 Dep. 
SUZUKI TM 400L. Always a pop- 
ular mount for on the track. Its fast, 
reliable and handles well. A bargin 
at $625 Cash or $375 Dep. 
A.J.S. STORMER 250cc. Understung 
exhaust and alloy tank. At this price 
its got to be good value for money. 
$599 Cash or $360.00 Dep. 

PHONE 30.066 (Collect), 


85 MOORHOU: 
AVENUE 'L.M.V. 
CHRISTCHURCH 






WANT TO BUY OR SELL 


NZ MOTORCYCLE NEWS CLASSIFIEDS 


Post now to: 


CLASSIFIEDS, FOURMAN HOLDINGS LTD 
P.O. Box 1343, WELLINGTON 


8 Cents per word, 10 cents per word if we bill you later. Photo: 
$2.00 extra. Display classifieds normal ixivertising rates, s lat 


KAWASAKI 
Centre 


ALL MAIL 


ORDER SP, 
Instant Sones 


ELLICE STREET, 


Lm 


7. WELLINGTON. (City Side opp. Basin Rei) 
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